Substance P and Parkinson's disease: a causal relationship?
Parkinson's disease (PD) is a common condition that is thought to result from a marked degeneration of dopaminergic neurones of midbrain origin. Here I present evidence to show that PD may result from a primary loss of active tachykinin, probably substance P (SP) in the substantia nigra (SN), and that this loss leads to a secondary degeneration of the dopaminergic neurones. This raises the possibility of treating and curing patients with PD by giving them SP agonsts.